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A hometown honors its land-loving poet 
It's Or. Howard McCord's love of the land 
that has gotten him where he is today. The 
creative writing professor has a knack for 
describing it in a way that makes landscapes 
suddenly sweep before you. 
With the wortd's terrain as his passionate 
subject matter, McCord thinks it takes more 
than just looking at it to wnte about it He 
does more than view the landscape. he feels 
it through hiS travels. 
McCord's first Poem evolved from his love 
of mountain climbing, and eventually he 
found the words flowed easier after he took 
long walks across deserts and felt the earth 
beneath his feet. Born and raised in El Paso. 
Tx .• he always had plenty of space to wander 
and explore. 
And now he has been honored by those 
who live in the territory that has had such a 
profound impact upon his writing. McCord 
was recently inducted into the Authors of the 
Pass: B Paso Heartd-Post Writers Hall of 
Fame. Four writers are inducted annually. 
and thiS year the banquet for the recipients 
featured guest speaker John Nichols, _author 
of The Sterile Cuckoo and The Milagro 
Beanfield War. 
The haD of fame was established four years 
ago by the editor of the Herald Post. The El 
Paso newspaper has promoted a literacy 
campaign for several years in the area 
communities due to its location near the 
Mexican border. McCord said the hall of 
fame evolved from the campaign in an effort 
not only to push literacy. but also celebrate 
the works of the area's writers. 
"I was surpriSed to be honored with the 
award." McCord said. ''I've been away so 
long, but it's nice to know I've been 
remembered. especially by my hometown ... 
McCord left B Paso at the age of 18 to join 
the navy but later returned to attend Texas 
The Rim of the Great Basin 
Darkness is another kind of light, 
and stones are sweet as air to breathe. 
The Anasazi. the old people, knew. 
In the depths of canyons 
for a thousand years. they unlocked 
the rocks themselves and slipped 
inside like bones fit into skin. 
They watch as the bristlecone 
pine signals from the ridge, 
and know how flames leap from flint and 
steel. 
The bighorn desert sheep nests 
like a bird above the falling land. 
unseen by man. and mountain boomers 
play their cylindric minds 
on the silences which are wisdom. 
Canopus hangs like a breathing eye 
in the arms of the pine. and the long 
interchange of their awareness 
is the heart beating at the core of everything, 
a music of smoke and crystal. an 
impenetrable 
language shaped out of time and the 
graceful, 
falling curve of space between them. 
--Howard McCord 
Western College where he received degrees 
in English and philosophy. He received his 
master's and doctorate from the University of 
Utah. 
But a teaching career did not end his 
travels. in fact it promoted them. In 1 965 ne 
studied at the University of Mysore in India 
on a Fulbright Scholarship. In 1 968, he was 
appointed an E.O. Holland Faculty Fellow. 
andin 1971, hewasnamedaD.H. Lawrence 
Fellow at the University of New Mexico. 
Robert DeBard (left), Flfelands College's new dean, meets with members of the Huron area press 
as he began his duties on campus last week. DeBard had been dean of the dMsion of student 
development at Old Dominion University, and recewed his bachelor's and master's degrees from 
Bowfing Green. He succeeds William R. McGraw. who after three years as dean, iS returning to 
become a ful-time tac member at the e. 
Howard McCord displays one of his books 
of poetry. His work was recognized this 
spring when he was inducted into the 
Authors of the Pass: El Paso Hearld-Post 
Writers Hall of Fame. 
Since arrivmg at Bowling Green in 1971, 
McCord has managed to spend time 
guest-teaching at other campuses such as 
the University of Alaska. Navaho Community 
College and California State University_ 
"I like to get to areas with mountains 
because that's where I really belong," 
McCord said. He admits he has poked fun at 
the Ohio landscape in some of hiS writings 
Continued on back 
Mott is featured 
in autobiography 
An autobiographical essay by Michael Mott. 
creative writing. is among those appearing in 
the newly published seventh edition of 
Contemporary Authors Autobiography Series 
edited by Mark Zadrozny_ 
The series, published by Gale Research Inc. 
of Detroit. presents an original collection of 
autobiographical essays written by noted 
writers. Each volume in the series offers 
roughly two dozen essays by writers in aD 
genres whose work is being read today. 
Gale Research Inc. publishes a number of 
reference books, including the [);cbonary of 
Literary Biography, Contemporary Literary 
Criticism and the bio-bibliographical series 
Contemporary Authors, to which the 
Autobiography Series is a companion. 
About half of the 1 6 writers featured in 
Volume 7 of the series are poets. The 
remainder are novelists. literary critics and a 
dramatiSt. But most of the writers do not work 
exclusively in one genre. 
Mott is a Poet who is also the author of the 
critically acclaimed authorized biography of 
Thomas Merton, entitled The Seven 
Mountains of Thomas Merton. and four novels. 
including Master Entrick and The Bfind Cross 
for juvenile readers. His most recent book of 
poetry. published by Beacham Publishing in 
1986. is entitled Corday. 
Date book 
Tuesday, Aug. 9 
Photography Exhibit, ··Reclaiming Paradise: 
American Women Photograph the Land.'' 
Gallery, Fine Arts Building. through Thursday 
(Aug. 11 ). Gallery hours are 10 a.m.-4 p.m. 
Tuesday through Thursday and 2-5 p.m. on 
Sunday. Free. 
Ylednesday,Aug.10 
UAO Sweet Wednesday, free popsicles or 
watermelon. 11 :30 a.m .• Off-Campus Student 
Center courtyard (or inside if it rains). 
Monday, Aug. 15 
Graduate Student Orientation Program, 
runs through Aug. 1 9. Opening address by Dr. 
Sharon Rubin, dean of the School of Liberal Arts 
at Salisbury State University, 1 p.m .• Eva Marie 
Saint Theatre. University Hall. 
Classified 
Employment 
Opportunities 
The following classified positions are available: 
New vacancies 
Posting expiration date for employees to 
apply: 10:30 a.m. Friday. Aug. 12. (*indicates 
that employee(s) from within the department 
is/are bidding and being considered for the 
position.) 
8-12-1 
8-12-2 
8-12-3 
8-12-4 
8-12-5 
8-12-6 
Account Clerk 3 
PayRange27 
Academic Affairs Area Budgets 
• Clerk2 
PayRange3 
Undergraduate Admissions 
Food Service Manager 1 
PayRange27 
Food Operations 
Typist1 
PayRange3 
Romance Languages 
Academic Year Part-Time 
Secretary 1 
PayRange26 
Firelands/Lake Erie Regional 
Studies Program 
Permanent Part-Time 
Telephone Operator1 
PayRange3 
Firelands/General Administration 
Academic Year Part-Time 
In brief 
Applications accepted 
The University is now accepting applications 
for its 1989 entering freshman class. 
According to John W. Martin. director of 
admissions. the University already has mailed 
application materials to nearly 21 ,000 
students who have expressed interest in 
attending Bowling Green. 
The admissions director said campus' 1 989 
freshman class will number about 3.000 
students. The University limits its freshman 
class to approximately 3.000 new students 
each fall because of a state-mandated 
enrollment ceiling of 15.000 full-time 
equivalent students. 
Martin stressed that to be assured of 
consideration for admission in the 1989 fall 
entering freshman class. students should 
apply by Feb. 1. ''After that date. we can't 
guarantee the applicant will be considered for 
admission," he said. 
Videotape available 
A new videotape showcasing the University's 
many activities in the arts and humanities. and its 
role as a regional cultural center. has been 
produced by the Office of Public Relations and 
WBGU-TV Production Services. 
The 1 O·minute. 45 second video feature 
centers on the theme that Bowling Green 
provides students not only the opportunity to 
learn how to earn a living but to "learn how to 
live.·· according to Clifton Boutelle. public 
relations director. Moreover. most of the 
University's year-round schedule of 
performances are available free or at modest 
charge to the general public. 
Program directors for area organizations 
interested in viewing "BGSU Arts and 
Humanities" may make arrangements by 
contacting the public relations office at 
372-2616. 
Summer hours end 
The Office of Personnel Support Services 
reminds faculty and staff that the summer work 
schedule will end Aug. 12. 
Beginning Aug. 15. regular work hours wiil 
resume. In most cases. offices will be open from 
8 a.m. -noon and 1-5 p.m. Monday through 
Friday. 
Cedar Point tickets 
Cedar Point "Good-Any-Day" tickets for the 
1988 season are stiU on sale at the Information 
Desk at the University Union. The tickets will be 
honored any day throughout the Cedar Point 
1 988 operating season which runs daily through 
Labor Day. Sept. 5. 
The tickets also are good for the three bonus 
weekends in September which end Sept. 25. 
Faculty/staff positions 
The following faculty positions are available: 
Chemistry: Assistant professor. Contact Michael A.J. Rodgers (2-2034). Deadline: Nov. 1. 
Educational Administration and Supervision (EDAS): Chair. and associate professor. Contact 
Phil Alkire (2-9981 ). Deadline: Oct. 15. 
Firelands College: Instructor/assistant professor of computer science/management information 
systems in applied sciences. Contact Office of the Firelands Dean. (433-5560). Deadline: Aug. 8. 
Home Economics: Instructor (temporary). Contact Deanna J. Aadeloff (2-2026). Deadline: Aug. 4 
or until position is fdled. 
Romance Languages: Instructor. Spanish (temporary). Also, instructor. French (temporary). 
Contact Diane Pretzer (2-2667). Deadline: Immediately. to be filled in August. 
School of Mass Communication: Director (re-opened). Contact Ray Laakaniemi (2-2076). 
Deadline: Oct. 1 or until position is filled. 
The following administrative positions are available: 
College of Education and Allied Professions: Assistant director of field experiences and 
standards, in the Office of Field Experiences and Standards Compliance. Contact Annmarie Heldt 
(2-2558). Deadline: August 22. 
Graduate College: Assistant to the dean of the Graduate College. Contact Annmarie Heldt 
(2-2558). Deadline: August 15. 
Institute for Great Lakes Research (Library and Leaming Resources): Assistant archivist. 
Contact Kattvyn Thiede (2-7891 ). Extended Deadline: August 17. 
Note Union hours 
During the month of August. the Falcon's Nest 
and lobby area of the University Union wiU 
observe the following hours: 
From August 1 -1 4. on Monday through 
Thursday the Information Desk will be open from 
7 a.m.-4 p.m.; the Buckeye Room from noon-6 
p.m.; the Nest Grill from 7 a.m.-6 p.m.; the Cafe 
from 11 a.m.-1: 15 p.m. and 4-6 p.m.; the 
Bakery from 7 a.m.-1 :30 p.m.; and the Greenery 
from 11 :30-1 :30 p.m. On Fridays. the schedule 
is the same as Fridays in July. 
On August 12. the only Union facilities that will 
be open will be the Information Desk from 7 
a.m.-noon and the Nest Grill from 7 a.m.-4 p.m. 
From August 15-21 • on Monday through 
Thursday the Information Desk and the Nest will 
be open from 7 a.m.-4 p.m. and they will be 
open from 7 a.m.-noon on Friday. 
The facilities will be closed on Saturdays and 
Sundays. 
The Union will resume its regular operations 
schedule Monday, August 22. 
Orientation starts 
Dr. Sharon Rubin, dean of the School of 
Liberal Arts at Salisbury State University, will 
present the opening address for the graduate 
student orientation program Aug. 15. 
Rubin is the co-author of Strengthening 
Experiential Education Within Your Institution. 
She also is vice president of the National Society 
· for Internships and Experiential Education and 
was a member of the first group of W. K. Kellogg 
National Fellows in 1 980-83. 
The orientation program is scheduled to take 
place Aug. 15-19. 
Awards received 
Two members of the School of Journalism 
have won a top research award from the 
Association for Educators in Journalism and 
Mass Communication. 
The award recipients are Dr. James Bissland, 
interim director of the School of Mass 
Communication. and Terry Rentner. journalism. 
The research project. which resulted in a 
paper entitled "Public Relations' Quest for 
Professionalism: An Empirical Study," was 
named one of the top three research papers of 
the year in the Public Relations Division of 
AEJMC. 
As a result. the pair was invited to present the 
paper at AEJMC's national convention. which 
was held in July in Portland, Oregon. 
McCord __ tr_o_m_th_e_tr_o_n_t _pa_g_e_ 
because of the state's flat plains. '"I think the 
absence of mountains in an area is due to an 
unfortunate oversight of the creator." he 
said. 
In spite of his travels. McCord has 
maintained ties with El Paso by keeping in 
contact with some former college classmates 
and professors and by having a number of 
articles published in the University of Texas' 
magazine. Nova. He also returns to his 
homestate frequently to mix with its people 
and to hike across its deserts. 
.. A lot of my poetry focuses not only on the 
southwest"s landscape, but it's multi-cultural 
diversity ... McCord said. '"In addition to the 
Mexican and Texan influences. there is a 
strong awareness of the native American 
history and those cultures aU mix together 
into a wonderful stew ... 
Last year he and a friend walked a 
four-day. 90-mile desert stretch in southern 
New Mexico known as the Journada del 
Muerto. or Journey of the Dead One. He 
plans to combine his notes from that trip with 
a similar one he is planning this fall. The 
October hike is another 90-mile path. this 
time following the longest continuous ridge in 
Ohio located in Adams County near 
Cincinnati. 
'"I want to contrast the two walks ... McCord 
said. "One was barren and dry, the other 
green and rich but both beautiful." 
